
Shrub Flowers and Fall Foliage with Fruit

Height:  12-24 feet

Spread:   6-12 feet

Bloom color:  White

Characteristics

Large, upright, multi-stemmed deciduous shrub 
or small, single-trunk tree

Flat clusters of creamy flowers in April and May

Edible blue-black fruit from July to NovemberEdible blue-black fruit from July to November

Deep green oval leaves

Flaming red to burgundy fall foliage

Attributes

High wildlife value

Fruit used for preserves

Moderately salt- and drought-tolerant

Growing and Maintenance Tips Excellent Replacement for

Soil requirements:  Average, well-drained Eleagnus umbellata - Autumn Olive

Light requirements:  Full sun to part-shade Euonymus alatus - Burning Bush

Water requirements:  Dry to medium Ligustrum species - Privets

Foliage may succumb to mildew in hot, dry 
weather

Prune immediately after flowering as buds form 
in summer for the following year

Grows best in deep soils Where To See It Growing

Use as specimen plant, in shrub borders, in back 
of native plantings, or as tall hedge or screen

See “A List of  Shrubs and Where to See Them” 
in the Tried and True Plants section of the 
Resources menu.

Hardiness: USDA Zones 3-9

See “A List of  Shrubs and Where to See Them” 
in the Tried and True Plants section of the 
Resources menu.
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Viburnum prunifolium
Black Haw

This elegant large shrub to small tree, found in woods and 
thickets, has an upright oval crown when young, often becoming 
irregular with drooping lower branches.  Creamy-white flowers 
give way to edible pink berries that ripen to deep blue-black.

mgnv.org

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and state and local governments. Its programs and 
employment are open to all regardless of race, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual 
orientation, or marital or family status. An equal affirmative action employer.


