
Perennial Plants and Close-Up of Flower

Height:  1- 3 1/2 feet

Spread:  1-2 feet

Bloom color:  Yellow with black or brown eye

Characteristics

Short-lived clump-forming herbaceous perennial

Stout, stiff, upright, hair-covered  stems

Alternate, mostly basal, lace-shaped leaves, 3-7 
inches long, covered by coarse hairs

Daisy-like composite flowers, 2-3 inches wide, 
with yellow ray and black dome-shaped disc
Daisy-like composite flowers, 2-3 inches wide, 
with yellow ray and black dome-shaped disc

Bloom from June to October

Attributes

Attracts birds, butterflies, and bees

Tolerates heat, drought, clay soil, and deer

Plants freely self-seed

Herbal uses

No serious insect or disease problems

Growing and Maintenance Tips Excellent Replacement for

Soil requirements:  Average, well-drained

Light requirements:  Sun to part-shade

Water requirements:  Dry to medium

Often grown as an annual Where To See It Growing

Deadhead spent flowers to encourage re-bloom See “A List of  Perennials and Where to See 
Them” in the Tried and True Plants section of the 
Resources menu.Used in wildflower meadows and cottage gardens

See “A List of  Perennials and Where to See 
Them” in the Tried and True Plants section of the 
Resources menu.

Hardiness: USDA Zones 3-7

See “A List of  Perennials and Where to See 
Them” in the Tried and True Plants section of the 
Resources menu.
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Rudbeckia hirta
Back-Eyed Susan

This familiar cherished wildflower, a symbol of the state of Maryland, is one 
of a number of plants with the common name Black-Eyed Susan.  As an 
Aster family denizen of fields and roadsides, it is an excellent choice for 
cottage gardens, wildflower meadows, and prairie restorations.

mgnv.org

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and state and local governments. Its programs and 
employment are open to all regardless of race, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual 
orientation, or marital or family status. An equal affirmative action employer.


