
Shrub Plant with Flowers and Close-Up of Fruit

Height:  3-6 feet

Spread:  3-6 feet

Bloom color:  White or pink-tinged

Characteristics

Small, upright, spreading deciduous shrub

Multi-stemmed with slender branches

Glossy, elliptic, dark green leaves with finely 
toothed edges

Flat-topped clusters of white five-petaled flowers 
from April to May
Flat-topped clusters of white five-petaled flowers 
from April to May

Black berries from September to November

Fall color crimson red

Attributes

Wildlife value

Fruit sometimes used in jams and jellies

Tolerates wide range of soils, including boggy

No serious insect or disease problems

Growing and Maintenance Tips Excellent Replacement for

Soil requirements:  Average, well-drained Berberis thunbergii - Japanese Barberry

Light requirements:  Full sun to part-shade Euonymus alatus - Burning Bush

Water requirements:  Medium Ligustrum species - Privets

Best fruit production in full sun Lonicera species - Non-Native Honeysuckles

Remove root suckers to prevent spread Rubus phoenicolasius - Wineberry

Use pruned as a hedge beside ponds and streams Where To See It Growing

Hardiness: USDA Zones 3-8 See “A List of  Shrubs and Where to See Them” 
in the Tried and True Plants section of the 
Resources menu.
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Photinia melanocarpa
Black Chokeberry

This attractive native member of the Rose family is often found in bogs, swamps, 
and moist thickets and sometimes on drier balds and rock outcroppings 
throughout eastern North America.  Its common name refers to the astringency 
of the fruit, although it is used as a flavoring in many processed foods. mgnv.org
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